ROGERS PROPOSES BILL TO HALT ALLIGATOR FOACHING
WASHINGTON, J.C.-~Congressman Pau’l Rogers tnday introduced
“egistation to he'p “"&45?;; the a'ligator by establishing stiff

fines and jail sentences for those involvesd in poaching.
The Rogers kill =zets fines up to $1,007 and jail sentences

of eix mcnthe £27 plachers orx those vho knowingly take i legal

The légialation,called the endangered species bill, also

protecte other species vwhich are thareatened with extinction. The
House pacsced a eimilawr Dl last session, but the Senate failed

jo N

tce act and the tegislation die:
Rogers said that thig yvear's hill is a stronger one becauce
it can get at the willle-~man in ti.e poaching oreration and the

manufacturer vhere only the poacher vas identified and subject

i'e have beep hampzced %7 the fact tnat the poacther could be

rrosecuted onily if caught in the act,"” Rogers said. "Now, we can

trace the hide from the manuvfacturer to the Jdealer to the poacher
an? ‘eve! penaities on eaun if he knowingly handled an illegal

"I think rpanufactucers will be hesitant in busing -just any

skin. And this in turn vill, I hope, help dry un the market for

i.llegal hildes. And if law enforcement agents find a hide in the

poscession of a person, they had better bhe able to prove it vas

"We have taken the alligator for granted," Rogers said. "But

the fact of the matter is that they are disaprearing. If we do

‘

not push through this legisiation and have state and local help

in implementing it, the zlligato. way go the way of the egret.



