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THE \VIT,EI)E,TFE SOCIZTY 
43.4 N. E.  2 1 s t  Avenue 
Ocala,  F l o r i d a  32670 

26 J a n u a r y  1978 

M r .  L o v e t t  E. Wil l iams 
S o u t h e a s t  S e c t i o n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
THE WILDI.1FE SOCIETY, I N C .  
4005 South Main S t r e e t  
G a i n e s v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  32601 

Dear Love t t :  

A s  you a r e  aware,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Chap te r ,  THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY, I N C .  
h a s ,  f o r  a  number of y e a r s ,  been deep ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  outcome 
of d e l i b e r a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  complet ion of t h e  Cross  F l o r i d a  Barge 
Canal P r o j e c t .  Upon comple t ion  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  r e s t u d y  o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t ,  t h e  Chapter  membership expressed  conf idence  i n  t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  s t u d y  team and d i r e c t e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
( t h e n  D r .  La r ry  H a r r i s )  t o  p r e s e n t  a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  t o  
t he  F l o r i d a  Game and Fresh  Water F i s h  Commission. 

Subsequen t ly ,  on August 11, 1977, t h e  Execu t ive  Board,  F l o r i d a  
Chap te r ,  THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY, adopted a n  e c o p o l i c y  (Enc losure  1 )  
opposing comple t ion  of t h e  Canal and f a v o r i n g  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h a t  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  Oklawaha R i v e r  p r e s e n t l y  occupied by Lake Ocklawaha. 
Adoption of t h i s  e c o p o l i c y  was based  on a  rev iew of  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  
restuciy r e p o r t s  and t h e  Environmental  Impact S ta tement  f i l e d  by t h e  
U.  S. Army Corps of Engineers .  

We r e q u e s t  t h a t  you submit  o u r  e c o p o l i c y  t o  t h e  Counc i l  f o r  endorse-  
ment o r  a d o p t i o n  by t h e  p a r e n t  s o c i e t y  a t  t h e  meet ing i n  Phoenix,  
Arizona,  n e x t  March. We f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  e c o p o l i c y  i s  
adopted ,  t h e  Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r ,  THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY, b e  instructed 
t o :  1 )  t r a n s m i t  i t  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  f e d e r a l  government e n t i t i e s  and 
n a t i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  2) e x p r e s s  THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 
s u p p o r t  of S.1592 and 5.1593 (Enc losure  2)  which p r o v i d e  f o r  
d e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  f o r  a s t u d y  of c e r t a i n  segments of 
t h e  Oklawaha R i v e r  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Wild and 
S c e n i c  R i v e r s  System, and f o r  ad jus tment  o f  bounda.ries o f  t h e  
Ocala N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  s o  t h a t  much of t h e  Oklawaha River  f l o o d p l a i n  
i s  i n c l u d e d .  

On A p r i l  21, 1977 a  h e a r i n g  was h e l d  b e f o r e  t h e  Subcommittee on P u b l i c  
Works, Committee on A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  U .  S. House of Represen ta t i .ves ,  
w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  U.  S.  Army Corps o f  Engineers  i n  
a t t e n d a n c e  (Enc losure  3) .  T h i s  h e a r i n g  was c h a i r e d  p r i m a r i l y  by 
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  Chappe l l ,  F l o r i d a ,  a s t r o n g  c a n a l  s u p p o r t e r .  
From t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  on ly  t h r e e  o t h e r  subcommittee 
members were i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  t r a n s c r i p t  
r e f l e c t s  v e r y  p o o r l y  on t h e  subcommittee.  A r e p o r t  (Enc losure  4 )  
subsequen t ly  f i l e d  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e v i l l  summarizing t h e  
Committee's r ev iew of  t h e  p r o j e c t  p r e s e n t e d  a v e r y  d i s t o r t e d  p i c t u r e  
of impac t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  impac t s  on w i l d l i f e .  

W e  recommend t h a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  t r a n s c r i p t  and M r .  B e v i l l ' s  r e p o r t  
be  submi t t ed  t o  t h e  p a r e n t  s o c i e t y ' s  Conserva t ion  A f f a i r s  Committee 
f o r  review and recommendation t o  Counci l  a s  t o  p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n .  
One a c t i o n  which might b e  c o n s i d e r e d  would be  a l e t t e r  t o  a l l  
subcommittee members, c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  manner i n  which t h i s  h e a r i n g  
was conducted.  

Pour a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  is  a p p r e c i a t e d .  I f  any a d d i t i o n a l  
in fo rn ia t ion  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  Counci l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  p l e a s e  a d v i s e  m e .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Nicho las  R .  H o l l e r  
P r e s i d e n t ,  F l o r i d a  Chapter  of 
THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY 

Enc losures  


